
 
 

Guardia Civil is a national law enforcement agency operating under the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

By law, Guardia Civil is the Spanish “maritime police” in a broad sense, with 
responsibilities that include maintaining public order, preventing and prosecuting 
criminal activity and enforcing both national and regional regulations at sea. 

Guardia Civil is also the designated agency for carrying out judicial police duties in 
national waters, and for controlling maritime borders. 

Additionally, Guardia Civil contributes to the rest of coastguard functions, in particular in 
customs, fisheries inspection, environmental protection, maritime surveillance, search 
and rescue and maritime safety. 



 
 
If talk about units and assets dedicated to Coastguard functions, Guardia Civil has: 

 24 provincial units (about 50 – 60 officers) and 4/5 vessels, boats and RIBs 
 2 Maritime Task Forces, where Oceanic vessels are assigned. 
 23 Diving units 
 The Air Service currently has 25 helicopters and 3 fixed-wing aircrafts 

dedicated to maritime patrol aircraft. They are increasing the number of 
RPAS. 

 Maritime surveillance is also carried out from land, and it is here that the 
Guardia Civil has pioneered the development of the Integrated External 
Surveillance System – SIVE. The system is made up of a series of sensor stations 
(85 fixed and 2 mobile), consisting of radar, video cameras with day and night 
vision, and a communications system that transmits images, voice and data to 
command and control centers, from where interception at sea or on land is 
coordinated. 

 Guardia Civil has a permanent deployment in West African countries since 
2006 to counter illegal immigration networks, working jointly with local 
gendarmeries, coast guard services and navies. This deployment in these 3 
countries has had a direct impact on the prevention of approximately 1/3 of 
the departures to Europe. 

 The number and type of vessels are displayed in the slide. The largest OPV is 
a 83 meters length patrol boat. 



 
 
Last slide from Guardia Civil shows the variety of services done. 
The number of nautical miles sailed in 2024 was more that 600 hundred thousands. The 
continuous and permanent patrolling of national waters is essential to guarantee citizen 
safety and preserve the free exercise of rights, the main task of Guardia Civil as police 
force. 

The rest of figures is an example of the variety of tasks in the different coastguard 
functions performed by Guardia Civil naval units along 2024. 


